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Celebrating 35 Years

T  
his year with your help, 

Safe Haven was able 

to increase arms of 

service and double the amount 

of families housed; reaching 

an organizational milestone 

of serving over 300 families. 

Reaching such a significant 

milestone in our anniversary year 

fills us with gratitude for you, a 

member of our Safe Haven family, 

that makes it all possible. As 2019 

comes to a close, we remember 

that Safe Haven began in 1984, 

35 years ago. What started as a 

small initiative in the basement of 

St. Patrick’s Church, in the Chestnut-

Trimble neighborhood, to meet 

an emerging need has evolved to 

a state of the art facility on 3rd 

Avenue South. The neighborhood 

(now called We-Ho) has changed 

dramatically in just the ten years 

I have served as CEO, as have our 

programs, services, and impact. Safe 

Haven has adapted best-practices in 

all we do, partnered with a multitude 

of organizations to achieve greater 

impact, dramatically increased the 

number of families we serve through 

rapid rehousing and the addition of 

prevention services. In these 35 years, 

we have helped well over a thousand 

families find their way home. On 

this journey, we have also inspired 

and delighted our community with 

such popular events as Hike for the 

Safe Sounds
By Joyce Lavery, CEO

Homeless (our 15th) and Dancing 

for Safe Haven (our 10th). Looking 

back on the last 35 years of 

institutional memory, clearly, Safe 

Haven is a community treasure, 

and I am proud and privileged 

to have been a small part of its 

success. Safe Haven would not 

be what it is today without our 

community’s support, love, and 

dedication to serving families 

experiencing homelessness. While 

there is much to celebrate, Safe 

Haven will continue to do more 

for families in 2020. Join us as we 

work to keep families together and 

provide the HEART in the journey 

including hope, stability and 

success by making a gift today. Use 

the enclose envelope or visit our 

website at safehaven.org to donate 

online. Thank you for being the 

heart of the journey home for Safe 

Haven’s families.

5th Annual “A Taqueria Holiday” 
Raises Over $100,000

Empowering Homeless Families
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www.safehaven.com

Our hearts and spirits were warmed 

by the generosity and support of 

everyone involved with the 15th 

Annual Hike for the Homeless 

presented by Curb Records, First 

Farmers Bank and Hippie Radio. Special 

thanks to our Hike Co-Chairs Richard 

Courtney and Kerry Brock. More than 

1,000 people joined us at the Hike, 

and together, we raised over $155,000, 

more than we have ever before. What 

an incredible way to mark this special 

15th anniversary of the event! Visit 

hike4homeless.org to learn more about 

the 15th Annual Hike for the Homeless. 

Thank you to our 2019 Hike for the 

Homeless sponsors:

Presenting Sponsors:

Curb Records

First Farmers

Hippie Radio

Pathway Sponsors:

Dayspring Farm

Joni Werthan of Warioto Farm

Trailhead Sponsors:

Bone McAllester Norton

Cerner

Chris Young

Community Health Systems

Data Blue- Dell EMC

Dickinson Wright

Fridrich & Clark

Ingram Express Services

Messer

MP& F Strategic Communications

Richard Courtney, Realtor

SunTrust

Swiftwick

Staffing as a Mission

15th Annual Hike 
for Homeless 
Breaks Record

On Monday, Dec. 9, Taqueria del Sol teamed 

with platinum-selling singer/songwriter Dierks 

Bentley to host the fifth annual “A Taqueria 

Holiday” fundraiser to support Safe Haven 

Family Shelter. The lively, family-focused event 

attracted more than 450 supporters and raised 

$103,000 to support families experiencing 

homelessness. Over the past five years, the 

event has donated $271,390 to Safe Haven 

Family Shelter.

 For every $1 spent on food and beverage, 

Safe Haven received $9. Taqueria del Sol 

donated 100% of the evening’s proceeds, and 

eight matching gifts generated a nine-fold 

donation. Matching donors included Dierks 

and Cassidy Bentley, Zac and Caroline Thomas, 

Vic and Liz Thomas, Brian and Sarah Layton, 

Ross and Katlin Copperman, Mark and Sherry 

Deutschmann, Taqueria Nashville and Taqueria 

Atlanta. 

 The Taqueria Nashville team, led by 

managing partner Tony Halligan and general 

managers Javier Salado and Will Spiva, created 

and staffed the event on an all-volunteer basis. 

Restaurant team and alumni members were 

deeply involved, coming in on the restaurant’s 

typical day off to volunteer their time to 

prepare the food and staff the event.  

https://www.classy.org/give/111274/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.classy.org/campaign/15th-annual-hike-for-the-homeless/c235112


Our Volunteers Are All Heart

In March of this year, we kicked 

off our 35th Anniversary 

year by celebrating raising 

more than $400,000 at 

the 10th annual Dancing 

for Safe Haven. The event, 

presented by Chris Young, 

Cerner and Data Blue/ Dell 

EMC, paired six Nashville 

notables with professional 

ballroom dancers who performed 

for a sold-out crowd. Thank you to 

our amazing celebrity dancers who 

took the dance floor by storm to 

help raise money and awareness 

for Safe Haven Family Shelter: Scott 

Breece (Community Health Systems) - 

Fundraising Favorite, Mingnon Francois 

(The Cupcake Collection) - Judges’ 

Favorite, Becky Harris (Huskins-Harris 

Business Management) - Audience 

Favorite, Hayley Hovious (Nashville 

Health Care Council), Brad Peterson 

(Regions Bank) and George Rowe 

(Compass Real Estate). We awarded 

the Safe Haven Hero Award to BlueSky 

Filmworks for the amazing work they do 

in producing Dancing for Safe Haven. 

by Jennifer Reason, 

 LSMW, Program Director

Safe Haven started a new 

program in November, the 

Achievement Club (AC). AC 

is a program that our team 

heard about at the SIEMER 

Conference last October. It is 

a way to continue to engage 

families in setting and 

meeting goals once they are 

in housing, along with being 

intentional in creating space 

for families to build social 

connections and support. We 

have spent the last several 

months tweaking a list of 

about 45 goals to make them 

specific to the Nashville 

area and the families we serve. These goals span a variety of topics including 

strengthening the family unit, finding a career path, financial education, and 

more. Each goal is broken down into sub-goals with action steps and as each 

sub-goal is achieved, the family receives $25.  

 The “Club” part comes into play with a monthly meeting that will start with 

dinner and an encouraging speaker.  Families will share their progress towards 

their goals and offer support to help each other overcome barriers in meeting 

their goals. Each family will also have a monthly personal meeting with their 

coach/case manager. Regular meetings will begin in January and run through 

June.  We will also need speakers for each meeting on a variety of topics to 

inspire families participating. We also want to offer career shadowing for 

participants, so let us know if you are open to having someone shadow you. 

Please contact Jennifer Reason here for more information. 

Achievement Club

Their commitment to delivering high 

quality production that captures the 

heart of our mission in a powerful 

way has been an incredible gift for 

over a decade. Visit bit.ly/dfsh2019 for 

more info about the event including 

links to photos and videos. Mark your 

calendar for the 11th annual Dancing 

for Safe Haven on Saturday, March 

28 at the Omni Nashville Hotel. Visit 

dancingforsafehaven.org for more 

details!

Thank you to our 10th Annual Dancing  

For Safe Haven Sponsors: 

Presenting Sponsors:

Chris Young

Cerner

Blue/EMC

Tango Sponsor:

Community Health Systems

Jitterbug Sponsors:

athenahealth

Cooper Steel

MEDHOST

Vaco

Waltz Sponsors

BlueSky Filmworks

Caterpillar Financial

The Danner Foundation

Dorothy Cate & Dr. Thomas F. Frist 

Foundation

Huskins-Harris Business Management

HCA/ TriStar Health

KPMG

Kroger

LBMC

Mercer

Nitetrain Coach

Palo Alto Networks

Pinnacle Financial Partners

Symantec

Joni Werthan

Ken & Cindy Williamson

Safe Sounds – 4th Quarter, 2019 Safe Haven Family Shelter
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Nefflen, President
Slade Sevier, Vice President
Debbie Flack, Treasurer
Paula Barnes, Secretary
Edmundo Cepeda, At-Large Member

Kyle Allen
Jonathan Barnes
Kitty Barrow
Stephanie Bonner
Jeff Bradford
Anita Greenwood Cash
Gary Cooper
Gari Cowan
Tarek El Gammal
Candi Flowers
Dan Hogan
Sean Kirk
Christie Laird
Kristine LaLonde
Thomas O’Neal Lasley

Staff Members
Joyce Lavery, CEO
Antonia Altman, Case Manager
Laci Baker, Office Assistant
Kenya Bass, Shelter Program Supervisor
Brittney Brown, Housing Supervisor
Katashai Byars, Lead Case Manager
Lauren Camardo, Office Assistant
Holly Clark, Events
Carolyn German, Office Assistant
Lindsey Hodgkins, Case Manager
Hope Hodnett, Youth Program Coordinator
Kristina Hoertner, STAFF360 Talent Acquisition Manager
Anne Bratton Horn, Case Manager
Jennifer Jones, Employment Navigator
Brad Kimbler, STAFF360 Executive Director
Collen Mayer, Chief Operating Officer
Stacy Nunnally, PR & Marketing
Keri Pagetta, Operations Manager
Bianca Perkins, Case Manager
Emily Rattle, Volunteer & Community Relations Manager
Jennifer Reason, Program Director
Jonathan Riggs, Office Assistant
Jessica Rivers, Case Manager
Margaret Shavlik, Youth Program Assistant 
Tina Sivley, CE Coordinator
TJ Swanson, Prevention/Diversion Case Manager
Cricket Venable, Inventory & Development Assistant
Rachael Wilkins, Development Director
Kirstin Willis, Housing Specialist
Shelter Managers:
Forlanda Anderson
Brigid Bresnihan
Crissianna Brooks 
Mary Fugate
Samaria Hall
Sade Lawson

Mission Statement  Safe Haven Family Shelter 
leads our community’s efforts to house, 
support, empower and advocate for families 
experiencing homelessness. 

Safe Haven Family Shelter is a 501(c)(3) 
organization; contributions are tax-deductible.

V
olunteers are integral to Safe 

Haven’s work and mission. From 

providing tutoring, meals, group 

projects, event volunteerism, wellness, 

family fun activities, administrative 

support and much more, I am so grateful 

for all that is accomplished daily thanks 

to our amazing team of volunteers! 

 Here is a snapshot of your impact on 

the agency:

•  Volunteers provide dinner 365 days a 

year. These dinners not only provide 

food for Safe Haven families, but they 

also provide a sense of community 

support for the families.

•  Over 100 volunteers have given 

their time and expertise to the 

children’s program providing 

everything from basic childcare to 

tutoring to enrichment programs 

(science, art, fitness, etc).

•  Over 1,000 volunteers have 

provided time and support to Safe 

Haven this year.

  We enter this season of giving 

thanks, we are grateful for the 

support, passion and expertise of 

our volunteers. They are all heart 

and we love them.

by Emily Rattle, Volunteer & Community Relations Manager

Rachel Layton
Leigh Lindsey
Kearstin Patterson
Callie Pfeifer
Josh Rosenblatt
Conrad Schneider
Scott Schumann
Dr. Sharon Shaw-McEwen
Shane Tarleton
Ken Willimason
Vicki Yates
Junior League Rep:
Kristen O’Connor
Young Leaders Intern:
Eden Afriat

Lauren Lee
Dorsey Malina
Donald Phillips, Jr.
Jamie Tate
Ariell Tillman

Guardian 
Angel 

Program 

10 Years of Dancing for Safe Haven

Each family comes to SHFS with a unique story and very specific needs. 

Our Guardian Angel program allows you to help our families with different 

levels of support throughout our continuum of services. For a list of our 

Guardian Angel donors or information on how to become a Guardian 

Angel, please visit www.safehaven.org.

mailto: jreason@safehaven.org
https://www.classy.org/event/10th-annual-dancing-for-safe-haven/e216159
https://www.classy.org/event/11th-annual-dancing-for-safe-haven/e251535

